
      

 

                     April 16, 2013 

 

 

Ms. Jennifer Kleinbaum 

Executive Director 

Tenafly Nature Center 

313 Hudson Avenue 

Tenafly, New Jersey 07670 

 

Dear Ms. Kleinbaum: 

 

 On behalf of The Nature Conservancy, please accept this letter as a hearty endorsement of the Tenafly 

Nature Center’s plans to build an Education and Discovery Center on the Lost Brook Preserve in Tenafly, New 

Jersey.  The Nature Conservancy played a pivotal role in preserving this property in the 1970’s as one of our 

earliest projects in New Jersey.  We helped guide the local citizen’s committee that organized to preserve this 

natural oasis in one of New Jersey’s most heavily developed counties.  In addition, we acquired one of the 

properties that became part of the Preserve, and held it in trust until the Borough of Tenafly could raise the 

funds to acquire the property. 

 

 In decades past, we and other nature preservation organizations worked to acquire natural areas and set 

them aside from people.  However, as the urban populations have exploded around the world, people have 

become isolated from nature.  There is a growing recognition that we need to reconnect people to nature so that 

they will appreciate the many benefits that nature provides.  In turn, we hope that they will communicate this 

appreciation to decision-makers, so that protecting nature becomes a prominent factor in future public and 

private sector policies and actions. 

 

 Nature centers like the Tenafly Nature Center are absolutely critical in helping to raise awareness among 

urban and suburban dwellers as to nature’s many values.  We applaud the Tenafly Nature Center’s plans to 

reach out to even more people by expanding its facilities and program offerings, and by making your nature 

center and trail system more accessible with the proposed location on East Clinton Avenue, rather than its 

current, isolated location at the end of Hudson Avenue.   

 

 By educating the many people that visit your new nature center, you will be providing excellent hands-

on nature experiences while also building a constituency for conservation that has the potential to advance local, 

regional and perhaps even national conversation practices and policies for generations to come. 

 

        Yours in conservation, 

         
 

        Barbara Brummer, Ph.D. 

        State Director, New Jersey Chapter 

The Nature Conservancy in New Jersey 

Elizabeth D. Kay Environmental Center 

200 Pottersville Road 

Chester, NJ  07930 

tel [908] 879-7262 

fax [908] 879-2172 
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