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Response to Public Comment  

NEW EDUCATION & DISCOVERY CENTER 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Tenafly Nature Center Association (“TNC”) a non-profit, independent, member-

supported nature preserve, protects a preserve of nearly 400 wooded acres atop the Palisades 

commonly referred to as the Tenafly Nature Center (the “Nature Center”). The Tenafly Nature 

Center, is the largest undeveloped, open space in Tenafly and one of the largest in Bergen 

County. TNC’s mission is to protect nearly 400 wooded acres and all of its inhabitants and to 

teach the next generations to do the same. Since 1961, TNC has nurtured an appreciation for 

nature, been a leader in open-space preservation and in environmental education for our 

community and beyond.  Our environmental education programs are designed to engage all ages 

and serve 23,000 program participants through on-site and outreach classes and day camps each 

year.  

For more than 50 years, TNC has worked to counter an indifference to open space, by 

staying true to its mission–fulfilling its mandate to teach about nature and the environment and 

protecting the land we steward in Tenafly. Over the years TNC has grown not only in the size of 

the acres it stewards, also in increased staff and programs offered to meet the community’s need. 

Now, TNC has completely outgrown its small, outmoded education center, known as the 

Redfield Building. It is time to bring TNC’s mission into the future with a new facility that is 

energy-efficient and environmentally friendly, accessible to all ages and abilities, with enough 

space to accommodate increasing demand for programs. A new Education and Discovery Center 

will enable TNC to foster the close connection to nature among the members of our community, 

which is the best protection for our extraordinary ecological resource for the residents of our 

community and for generations yet to come. 

Not long after it was built, TNC’s trustees anticipated that TNC’s programs and 

operations would eventually outgrow the Redfield Building. Over time, through careful analysis, 

the trustees developed and refined a list of requirements and goals for a new facility to best 

support the organization’s mission.  The location of the existing Redfield Building was mandated 

by the origin of the TNC over 50 years ago, when TNC leased only 52 acres, with public access 



 

from only a single point of entry at the top of Hudson Avenue. TNC first examined renovating 

and expanding the existing building with architects, engineers and other expert professionals, but 

discovered that it was not a viable alternative for a number of reasons, primarily because the 

steep site and limited public access from Hudson Avenue severely limits the ability to create a 

universally accessible center without massive environmental impact and a fiscally unacceptable 

cost.   

For all of these and other reasons, the TNC Board of Trustees has unanimously 

determined that expanding the Redfield Building, the associated parking and paths around it or 

relocating a new facility on the Hudson site will not best support TNC’s mission, serve TNC’s 

visitors, or help to secure TNC’s future. Lack of public access, the existence of protected 

wetlands, traffic concerns, and legal prohibitions eliminated all other potential sites except for 

one dry, level site 600 feet off E. Clinton, opposite Kent Road near the Haring Rock Trail. 

TNC’s proposal for a new single-story, 7,950 sq. ft. Education and Discovery Center 

meets all of the long-term goals identified by the trustees. The new site and building design will: 

• Support TNC’s mission 

• Accommodate demand and enhance environmental education programming by tripling 

education space without increasing administrative space 

• Cause minimal disruption to the environment 

• Make the entire facility universally accessible 

• Incorporate sustainable design and maximize energy efficiency 

• Improve parking and traffic access  

 

Both the site and building are designed to integrate natural and built environments, 

optimizing building orientation, glazing, and energy efficient mechanical systems. Recycled and 

locally sourced materials such as trees harvested from the site will be incorporated. The angled 

roof collects rainwater for re-use in the building; rain gardens and permeable paving will 

mitigate stormwater runoff from both the building and the paved areas.  The location takes 



 

advantage of topography and vegetation to screen the new facility visually and acoustically from 

E. Clinton and vice versa.  

The proposed Center, including walkways, driveway and parking will impact just less 

than two acres,  less than one half of one percent of the nearly 400 acres of open space stewarded 

by TNC and less than one percent of the land under lease. Moreover TNC’s proposal includes 

leveling the Redfield Building and returning the surrounding acre of land to nature, all of which 

help mitigate the less than two-acre intervention required to build a new facility off E. Clinton.  

TNC has presented the proposal for a new Center on E. Clinton and received 

endorsements and approvals from many government bodies and agencies as well as from civic 

and environmental organizations, including from original agencies and organizations that helped 

to fund Tenafly’s purchase of the Lost Brook Preserve in 1976.  TNC and Tenafly have complied 

with the New Jersey “Green Acres” statutory requirements for a change in purpose or use of 

funded parkland, including holding a public hearing.  This submission responds to comments and 

questions from the public regarding the proposed change in purpose or use.  Tenafly’s Mayor 

and Council will have to vote to permit TNC to build the new center after reviewing the public 

comments and TNC’s responses. 
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INTRODUCTION

The Tenafly Nature Center Association (“TNC”) protects a preserve of nearly 400 

wooded acres atop the Palisades commonly referred to as the Tenafly Nature Center (the “Nature 

Center”); this is the largest undeveloped, open space in Tenafly and one of the largest in Bergen 

County. The preserve’s native hardwood forest, with its streams, wetlands and pond, is an oasis, 

a green island, for an abundance of wildlife. 

The Nature Center is a sanctuary for its human visitors as well–offering direct 

experiences with the natural world and opportunities for environmental education, recreation, 

and renewal for our community. There is no substitute for observing a kingfisher diving for a 

meal, listening to the shrill chorus of spring peepers, or allowing a dragonfly to perch on your 

finger. Whether one has an hour or a day, this preserve offers a peaceful respite from the rush of 

daily life. It is truly a green island in our midst. 

TNC’s environmental education programs are designed to engage all ages, fostering 

lifelong connections with nature. This valuable ecological resource serves 23,000 program 

participants through on-site and outreach classes and day camps each year. Families, school and 

scout groups join countless hikers, birders, photographers, cross country skiers and runners who 

explore TNC’s seven miles of trails in all seasons.  

TNC’s MISSION 

Tenafly Nature Center is a non-profit, independent, member-supported nature preserve 

located in Bergen County, New Jersey. Our mission is to protect nearly 400 wooded acres all of 

its inhabitants and to teach the next generations to do the same. Since 1961, TNC has nurtured an 

appreciation for nature, been a leader in open-space preservation as well as in environmental 

education for our community and beyond. 
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Bringing TNC’s Mission into the Future 

Since its inception, TNC has continued to fulfill this mission, adapting to the changing 

ways our community experiences nature. In the past, 50 or more years ago, many people in 

Tenafly may have absorbed knowledge of the natural world by growing up on a farm, through 

hunting and trapping, or by exploring woods and fields bordering new suburbs. Those days are 

long past; the last working farm in Tenafly closed in the mid 1950s. In more recent decades, 

opportunities for daily contact with nature have greatly diminished. Today, our open spaces and 

the natural systems they harbor face increasing pressure from environmental degradation and 

population density.  

The open spaces that remain, like the nearly 400 acres stewarded by TNC, have become 

more precious because there are fewer of them. Now, we need to make a conscious effort to 

explore our connections to nature beyond our back yards and gardens. And it will take conscious 

and concerted effort to bring TNC’s mission into the future, engaging new audiences in new 

ways while continuing to protect these open spaces, to ensure they remain for our children and 

grandchildren to discover and experience.  

As Don Zeiller, TNC’s first President, wrote in 1968: 

“We hardly have to belabor the fact that all around us nature is taking a terrific beating. 

Our air is filled with poisonous pollutants. Our streams are filled with acids, dyes, 

chemicals, human and factory wastes of all kinds. We no longer can swim in our rivers; 

and boating in them is hardly a pleasure. Already throughout the United States, more 

than sixty species of animals have become extinct. Somehow nature has been taken for 

granted.  

In my mind, this indifference must end, and the Nature Center, in little ways and in big 

ways is doing what it can to spread an understanding of the natural world about us.  . . .” 

For more than 50 years, TNC has worked to counter this indifference, by staying true to 

its mission and fulfilling its mandate to teach about nature and the environment and to protect the 
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open space we steward in Tenafly. Over the years TNC has grown not only in the size of the 

acres it stewards, but has increased staff and programs offered to meet the community’s need.  

• The Borough’s acquisition of the Lost Brook Preserve’s 250 acres in 1976 increased the 

acreage TNC stewards by a factor of 5.  

• Demand for classes about nature and the environment from increasingly sophisticated 

and diverse audiences has grown steadily over the decades.  

• As TNC developed more programs to keep up with demand, its organization and staff 

grew.  

Throughout the decades, TNC has improvised many incremental improvements in the 

“little ways” that Don Zeiller mentions, by optimizing volunteer skills and energy, delivering 

creative programming on and off site, juggling complicated schedules and developing outdoor 

teaching spaces to meet program demand. For decades, this kind of ingenuity allowed the 

organization to thrive and grow as it fulfilled its mission and extended programming.  

Now, TNC has outgrown “little” solutions. It is time to engage in “bigger ways” to bring 

TNC’s mission into the future with a new facility that is energy-efficient and environmentally 

friendly, accessible to all ages and abilities, with enough space to accommodate increasing 

demand for programs. A new Education and Discovery Center will enable TNC to foster the 

close connection to nature among the members of our community which is the best protection for 

our extraordinary ecological resource for the residents of our community and for generations yet 

to come. 

TNC’s GROWTH 

Growth of Stewardship  

TNC has grown from a pioneering organization, born in 1961 at the dawn of the 

environmental movement, to one that serves the largest environmental education audience in 

Bergen County and stewards the largest tract of open space in the Borough of Tenafly, New 

Jersey (“Tenafly”) and is the largest independently managed Nature Center in Bergen County.  

When the non-profit Tenafly Nature Center Association was formed with a mandate to preserve 

open space, maintain trails for passive recreation and provide environmental education programs 
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for the community, the preserve comprised just 52 acres located off a cul de sac at the eastern 

end of the paved portion of Hudson Avenue—a relatively small portion of what is now the 

Nature Center. When Tenafly acquired the Lost Brook Preserve in 1976, it entrusted stewardship 

of the land to TNC.  

Ever since then, TNC has stewarded the Lost Brook Preserve, as well as other parcels 

comprising nearly 400 acres in total. In 2005, the 250 acres of the Lost Brook Preserve were 

formally leased to TNC, to join the original 52 acres under lease. More recently, the Borough 

authorized an additional acre within the Nature Center acquired by Tenafly to be added to TNC’s 

lease. Thus, the bulk of the open space comprising the Nature Center, approximately 307 [acres, 

is now formally leased to TNC by Tenafly; the balance of the land stewarded by TNC is owned 

by Tenafly or the Palisades Interstate Park Commission.  

Growth of Participants  

Growth in TNC’s environmental programs has mirrored the growth of the environmental 

movement beginning in the 1970s, 80s and 90s, and continuing today. Now, endangered species 

and global warming are topics of dinner table conversation. Ecology and environmental sciences 

have entered the educational mainstream, and are included in New Jersey State-mandated school 

science curricula and areas of graduate-level research. As awareness of human impact on the 

environment continues to expand, it affects the way we perceive, value, and use open space.  

As open spaces become more rare, the community looks to organizations like TNC to 

provide opportunities to make connections with the natural world. This trend has driven the 

sharp increase in demand for TNC’s programs in the last decade, as visitors, families, school and 

scout groups look for ways to engage with the outdoors in the most densely populated county 

located in the most densely populated state in our Nation. 

Growth in Capacity 

Over the last five decades, TNC has matured as an organization, strengthening 

relationships with Borough and community groups, with environmental organizations, with the 
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Tenafly Public Schools and with local Boy and Girl Scout troops. These connections remain 

strong today. As the organization grew, TNC staff took on leadership roles in the environmental 

education community, helping to found the Nature Program Co-op, (a consortium of 17 nature 

centers in northeastern NJ) and serving on the Advisory Council of the Association of New 

Jersey Environmental Educators (ANJEE).  

Staff Growth 

In 1961, the TNC trustees hired a part-time director who conducted TNC’s first 

environmental education programs. In 1966, still limited to the original 52 acres, TNC built the 

Redfield Building Visitor Center at the top of Hudson Avenue (at that time, the only public 

access to the then much-smaller Nature Cener area). The Center served primarily as a one-room 

schoolhouse, which met the limited demand for environmental education at the time, while 

doubling as reception, exhibit and museum space. By 1969, TNC hired its first full-time 

Naturalist-Director. TNC has steadily added staff through the years. However, program growth 

in the past decade alone required doubling staff, from five (two full-time and three part-time) to 

10 (five full time and five part-time).  

Program Growth 

In the last eight years TNC has doubled environmental program offerings to meet a sharp 

increase in demand from the community. In 2012, TNC taught 1,100 programs to 23,000 

participants, a 200% increase over 2004 programs. Increase in programs and staff have taxed the 

aging Redfield Building beyond its limit. The Center does not meet current accessibility 

standards. Its outdated infrastructure and mechanical systems use energy inefficiently and are 

close to their useful lifespans. The single classroom serves as reception area, live animal display, 

museum and library; a small conference room doubles as teacher preparation and storage area for 

education supplies. There are insufficient restrooms. TNC continued to develop creative 

solutions to overcome space limitations by extending classroom space and maximizing flexible 

scheduling to accommodate demand as programs and staff growth continued. These temporary 

solutions were never sustainable and are no longer adequate to meet demand. 
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Growing Pains - Classes Turned Away 

Developing additional outdoor teaching spaces—adding a campfire ring and a 1,200-sq.-ft. 

open-air pavilion, conducting more programs off-site, and reclaiming the lower level apartment for 

administrative and educational functions have helped to relieve space constraints in recent years. 

Despite these adaptations, lack of teaching space continues to limit TNC’s ability to meet program 

demand on-site or to fully serve the many visitors to the Center. For example, when a class is in 

session in the single indoor classroom or on the deck, visitors are reluctant visit the exhibits or 

speak to a naturalist. 

For more than five years, lack of teaching space has forced TNC to turn away dozens of 

groups, primarily in Spring and Fall, when school and scout groups plan most of their outdoor 

activities. Tenafly Public School classes with more than two sections per grade must stagger 

classes attending the same program, leading to inefficiencies for the schools in scheduling and 

arranging for transportation.    

Stopgap Solutions Are No Longer the Answer 

TNC has undertaken efforts to upgrade the facility’s physical structure to overcome space 

limitations. In recent years, TNC has converted the downstairs space to administrative offices, 

freeing space adjacent to the single upstairs classroom for teachers to share work stations. TNC 

has made a series of improvements to access for visitors with special needs. These piecemeal 

efforts have been successful on a minor scale but fail to address the larger issues:  

• Lack of adequate classroom and support space for visitors and programs 

• Inability to meet current energy efficiency and model environmentally-friendly building 

standards 

• Inadequate space for bus, visitor and staff parking  

• Insufficient area for buses to load, unload and turn around safely  

• Lack of universal access for visitors with physical limitations, senior citizens and those 

with special needs 
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Today, we have run out of stopgap solutions. The lack of classroom and teacher 

preparation space is critical—TNC must turn away classes during the busiest seasons. The 

current volume of on-site programs and visitors are pushing the Center’s mechanical systems 

beyond capacity and are overloading the Main Trail, currently the sole access point with parking 

for visitors who want to hike on the preserve’s seven miles of trails. Classroom constraints create 

inefficiencies that diminish participants’ experience and staff performance. 

 

MISSION CRITICAL CASE FOR A NEW BUILDING:  

Meeting the Need 

Long Term Goals for a New Facility 

Not long after it was built, TNC’s trustees anticipated that TNCs programs and operations 

would eventually outgrow the Redfield Building. Over time, through careful analysis, the 

trustees developed and refined a list of requirements and goals for a new facility to best support 

the organization’s mission: 

• To provide adequate classroom space and updated facilities to support TNC’s mission 

and to meet the growth in demand for environmental programs  

• To offer universal access, welcoming people of all ages and abilities to explore nature 

and the entire preserve 

• To demonstrate to the community that environmentally responsible site and building 

design can reduce a building’s environmental impact 

• To protect the natural setting around Pfister’s Pond, one of TNC’s most beautiful and 

best loved features 

Universal Access 

The steep grade on the Hudson site makes access on foot or in a vehicle challenging for 

most visitors and impossible for many--for seniors, for people in wheelchairs and for those with 

motor disabilities. Universal Design and the American Disability Act call for 1 foot in 20 ft. 

(5%) as the maximum grade level charge allowed on a uniform ramp without handrails and 

intermediate landing.  The grade at the existing site adjacent to the Redfield Building on Hudson 
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is 25% or higher and the cul de sac and driveway leading up to the parking lot has a grade 

between 12 and 14%, more than twice the maximum grade permitted for universal access. 

Sustainable Site and Building Design 

To align with TNC’s mission of environmental responsibility, TNC searched for an 

architecture firm experienced in sustainable, green design. After reviewing more than 20 

proposals and interviewing seven candidates, the trustees chose Croxton Collaborative Architects 

based on their record of excellence in sustainable design and their depth of experience with green 

building. Randolph Croxton, the firm’s President, helped to develop the US Green Building 

Council’s standards. They have designed TNC’s new Education and Discovery Center to meet 

the Council’s highest certification level, Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 

(LEED) Platinum rating.  

The building will integrate the natural and built environment to meet the highest 

standards for energy efficiency with the lowest levels of environmental impact in construction, 

design and operations. The new facility will model cutting-edge green technology, sustainable 

materials and energy efficient building systems, and is envisioned as an exemplar of 

environmentally responsible building, construction and site design for the community 

TNC has worked closely with Croxton Collaborative’s team for more than two years to 

identify a site that achieves TNC’s goals for a sustainably designed, environmentally friendly, 

accessible new building that supports our mission. Trustees have worked with surveyors, 

wetlands experts, civil and structural engineers to investigate all possible options for a new 

building, examining and evaluating the advantages and disadvantages of possible sites.  

 Protecting Pfister’s Pond and Visitors’ Experience 

Those who visit the Nature Center treasure the approach to Pfister’s Pond, which allows 

visitors to discover the scenic opening in the forest by degrees. Hikers who climb to the crest of 

the ridge (Hudson Site’s high point), are rewarded first by sounds of frogs, ducks, and red-

winged blackbirds, then by glimpses of bright sky reflected through the leaves. Descending the 
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Main Trail down the back side of the ridge reveals the 3-acre pond, reveals TNC’s richest habitat 

and a tranquil, open space for reflection.   

 

MISSION-CRITICAL CASE FOR A NEW SITE: Meeting the Need 

Analysis of Hudson Site for Expansion 

The Hudson site was TNC’s preferred location and initially trustees believed re-using the 

Redfield Building’s site would be greener and more cost effective. Accordingly, TNC’s 

investigation began with a thorough examination of the area’s suitability for expansion or 

rebuilding. The trustees engaged professional architects and engineers to analyze the amount of 

space required to support TNC’s needs, the site’s topography, current building codes and 

standards for accessibility and energy efficiency.  

After reviewing advice from all the professionals, TNC trustees considered the 

drawbacks of locating a new facility on the Hudson site:    

• The programmatic expansion of the Redfield Building on one accessible level requires 

massive and environmentally destructive leveling of adjoining steep grades  

• Expanding the Redfield Building vertically is not possible on the existing foundation and 

even building on the same small footprint requires an elevator and staircases creating a 

very compromised stacking floor levels for a Nature Center. 

• Locating a new facility elsewhere on the steep site would still cause an unacceptable level 

of environmental disturbance for sufficient parking and to achieve universal access (max. 

5% grade) 

• A universally accessible site would have to be located on the ridge overlooking Pfisters’ 

Pond, where a new building and parking would intrude on visitors’ experience and 

adversely impact the rich diversity of wildlife attracted by the pond. 

New Building requires a New Site 

For all of these reasons, the TNC Board of Trustees has unanimously determined that 

expanding the Redfield Building, the associated parking and paths around it or relocating a new 
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facility on the Hudson site will not best support TNC’s mission, serve TNC’s visitors, or help to 

secure TNC’s future.  

Site Selection Process: Criteria 

Because the board rejected the Hudson site for a new Education and Discovery Center, 

TNC looked within the land leased to TNC to find a site for a new Visitor Center that also meets 

these criteria: 

• Direct access to an existing, paved public road 

• Outside the boundaries of protected wetlands areas   

• A large enough area that is also flat enough to accommodate universally access (grade of 

5% or less)  

• Minimal environmental disruption 

• Consistent with TNC’s mission 

  Roadway Access 

Trustees first examined a map of the preserve to consider access roads which would 

support new site development. Restrictions and logistics quickly ruled out boundaries to the 

North and East and most areas to the West.  

• North: TNC shares this boundary with the privately-owned Montammy Golf Club in 

Alpine and there is no public access road.  

• East: A 200’ buffer along Route 9W, deeded to the town by John Rockefeller in 1950 and 

excluded from TNC’s lease, prohibits any building and severely restricts road access, 

eliminating entry from most of this border. The easternmost, unimproved portion of 

Hudson Avenue intersects 9W but is surrounded by extensive wetlands.  

• West: This border has limited access. With the exception of the single point entry at 

Hudson Avenue’s cul de sac, the Nature Center’s western edge borders on residential 

back yards or semi-private, tertiary residential streets. 

• South: E. Clinton Avenue, a primary County route running along the preserve’s 

boundary, was identified as the best option for access to an alternate site.   
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Mapping & Surveys Locate Wetlands 

Next, TNC commissioned aerial mapping of the entire preserve. Mapping showed that 

roughly 90% of the land leased to TNC is federally protected wetlands (including areas of visible 

standing water and the environs thereof), eliminating those areas from consideration. Field 

investigation of other possible sites along 9W and the upper Main Trail with professional 

wetlands scientists and TNC’s architect and civil engineer revealed extensive hydric soil and 

wetlands vegetation, indicating wetlands and eliminating those areas for development. Only two 

locations with sufficient road access were dry enough to meet the criteria: the existing Hudson 

Avenue site and an area adjacent to E. Clinton Avenue, but for the reasons discussed above, the 

Hudson Avenue site was considered and rejected.  

TNC’s professional advisors identified two potential dry, level sites that could support a 

new facility. E. Clinton’s uphill grade at a significant curve eliminated safe entry near one site 

across from Buckingham Road, leaving TNC with the proposed site opposite Kent Road near the 

Haring Rock Trail. 

New Site Meets State, Federal Regulations 

To verify that this site could support a new facility and was potentially allowable use of 

the land, TNC first shared the findings of the professional wetlands scientist with Tenafly’s 

Mayor and Council and then approached state and federal regulation agencies--the Green Acres 

Program, a branch of NJ Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), and the federal Land 

and Water Conservation Fund.  

First, TNC submitted the wetlands areas mapped by the wetlands scientist to the NJ DEP 

to confirm that the proposed site was not a wetland. The DEP confirmed the delineated wetland 

boundaries and identified required buffer zones, verifying a buildable site off E. Clinton Avenue. 

Next, TNC received preliminary approval of the proposed development’s concept from the NJ 

Green Acres Program and the Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (both original funders 

of the Lost Brook Preserve’s purchase by Tenafly) as a potentially permitted use of the land. 

After receiving confirmation from these agencies that a new facility could be built in this 



 

 12 

location off E. Clinton, TNC engaged Croxton Collaborative to develop a schematic design for a 

new facility on this site, as the next step in seeking approval of the site for the proposed New 

Center. TNC shared these initial conceptual drawings and schematics with TNC membership and 

the community as soon as they were developed. 

New Site Meets TNC’s Long-Range Goals 

TNC’s proposal for a new sustainably-designed Education and Discovery Center on the 

site off E. Clinton meets all of the long-term goals identified by the trustees. The new site and 

building design will: 

• Support TNC’s mission 

• Accommodate demand and enhance environmental education programming by tripling 

education space without increasing administrative space 

• Cause minimal disruption to the environment 

• Make the entire facility universally accessible 

• Incorporate sustainable design and maximize energy efficiency 

• Improve parking and traffic access  

Sustainable features 

Both the site and building are designed to integrate natural and built environments, 

optimizing building orientation, glazing, and energy efficient mechanical systems. Recycled and 

locally sourced materials such as trees harvested from the site will be incorporated. Operable 

windows and specification of paints and finishes with low volatile organic compound (V.O.C.) 

content will improve indoor air quality. The angled roof collects rainwater for re-use in the 

building; rain gardens and permeable paving will mitigate stormwater runoff from both the 

building and the paved areas. Exterior lighting oriented to curb spillage will help to maintain the 

dark night sky. 
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Integration with Site  

The single-story, 7,950 sq. ft. Center is proposed to be set 600 feet back from E. Clinton, 

thus preserving the forested view along the north side of the road. The location takes advantage 

of topography and vegetation to screen the new facility visually and acoustically from E. Clinton 

and vice versa. The entry drive will rise gently (no steeper than 3% grade over 200 feet) from E. 

Clinton to the elevation of the plateau where the building and parking will be located. The rise, 

combined with the twisting 600 ft. long drive and existing vegetation and trees, will interrupt any 

direct lines of sight from E. Clinton to the new building (other than a partial view during winter). 

The same features will provide acoustical buffers for the Center. 

Perched just beyond the high point of the plateau, the Center overlooks a 26 foot drop to 

one of the site’s low points. The architect intentionally rotated the building 26 degrees off true 

North/South to allow the main public spaces—classrooms, meeting/exhibit space and deck—

undisturbed views to this forested overlook.  

A roofed deck serves as a porch at the building’s entry and wraps around classrooms and 

the meeting room to extend those spaces into nature, sheltering school groups and visitors during 

inclement weather. Administrative and reception areas are oriented towards the entry drive, 

parking area and bus turnaround on the opposite side of the building, allowing staff to monitor 

arrival of visitors and school groups. 

The school bus turnaround, parking and the building are arranged on either side of a 

sinuous drive, preserving uninterrupted views into the forest for visitors approaching the 

building. The site is oriented along the plateau running along the ridge that demarcates the 

Hudson and Hackensack River watersheds, and bisects the parking lot. 

 The watershed line will be set into in the parking lot’s paving, providing environmental 

educators with a dramatic natural teaching tool. Located adjacent to the Haring Rock Trail, the 

new Center will open public access to a much larger portion of the preserve and disperse foot 

traffic throughout the 400-acre site, reducing wear on the heavily-used Main Trail off of Hudson 

Avenue. 
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E. Clinton Site Minimizes Environmental Disruption 

The natural plateau off E. Clinton accommodates 100% of TNC’s need for more space 

and achieves a universally accessible grade site from the entry at E. Clinton. The site design does 

not encroach on buffers protecting nearby wetlands. Rock removal will be limited the entry area.  

The proposed Center, including walkways, driveway and parking will impact just less 

than two acres,  less than one half of one percent of the nearly 400 acres of open space stewarded 

by TNC and less than one percent of the land under lease. Moreover TNC’s proposal includes 

leveling the Redfield Building and returning the surrounding acre of land (including apiary, 

aviary, backyard habitat, bird feeding station, composting area, and related walkways) to nature, 

all of which help mitigate the less than two-acre intervention required to build a new facility on 

E. Clinton.  

Hudson Site Requires More Environmental Destruction 

The vertical and horizontal distance that is required to reach an accessible plateau is 

vastly different at the two sites. At E. Clinton, the penetration is 50 feet horizontal with an 8 ft. 

rise, while at the Hudson site, it is over 275 feet horizontal with a 14 ft. rise. This translates into 

far grerater destruction of trees and habitat at the Hudson site vs. the E. Clinton site. 

Similarly, it is less disruptive to accommodate parking at the E. Clinton site. The level 

plateau at the Hudson Avenue site is narrow, forcing parking to be concentrated in an area that 

would have to be largely clear cut of trees.  In contrast, at the E. Clinton site, parking has more 

flexibility to avoid significant native trees and to maintain the tree canopy where possible.  

Improved Access at E. Clinton 

The entire site meets requirements for universal access, easily accommodating slopes of 

less than 5% without major environmental disruption. E. Clinton is an access road for other 

important community facilities (Kaplen Jewish Community Center, St. John the Theologian 

Greek Orthodox Cathedral, St. Thomas Armenian Church.) and has the capacity to naturally 

accommodate the expanded TNC Education and Discovery Center’s typically off-peak traffic 
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flow. Entry off E. Clinton will make access to TNC easier and will demonstrate to our 

community that the Borough and residents of Tenafly understand and celebrate this significant 

environmental asset. 

 

THE APPROVAL PROCESS: TNC Publicizes the Proposal  

Civic Organizations & Borough Government Bodies 

TNC has presented the proposal for a new Center on E. Clinton and received 

endorsements from many Tenafly government bodies and civic organizations: including both 

Tenafly Borough historians, the Tenafly Environmental Commission, the Tenafly Historical 

Preservation Commission, and the Tenafly Rotary Club. The Planning board confirmed that 

TNC’s proposal is consistent with Tenafly’s Master Plan. Every step TNC has taken to 

investigate the site and to develop a proposal has been taken with the full knowledge of the 

Mayor and Council.  

Original, Major Funders of the Lost Brook Preserve 

TNC’s proposal has also received verbal and written endorsement from five of the six 

original agencies and organizations that helped to fund Tenafly’s purchase of the Lost Brook 

Preserve: New Jersey Green Acres Program; The Nature Conservancy; New Jersey Audubon; 

Palisades Interstate Park Commission; and the Kaplen JCC on the Palisades.
1
 

Environmental Organizations 

The following environmental organizations have also endorsed TNC’s proposal: Sierra 

Club of New Jersey; Hackensack Riverkeeper; and the Alliance for NJ Environmental Education 

                                                           

1
  The Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), the remaining funder, has confirmed that our proposal   

    for a new Education and Discovery Center is a permitted use in the preserve. On July 12, 2013, TNC was   

   informed that LWCF will require additional documentation for approval. 
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(ANJEE). Directors of the Riverkeeper and ANJEE attended the public hearing and spoke out in 

support of our proposal. TNC has received no objections from any environmental organizations. 

Compliance with Green Acres Requirements 

TNC and Tenafly have complied with the New Jersey “Green Acres” statutory 

requirements for a change in purpose or use of funded parkland, codified at N.J.S.A. 7:36-25.6. 

This section of the Green Acres program requires: (1) a public hearing on the change in purpose 

or use; and (2) proper notice to the public of this hearing. Please see Appendix A (“Public 

Hearing Compliance”) and Appendix B (“Proofs of Notice”) for documents demonstrating that 

TNC complied with these Green Acres statutory requirements. 

Public Comments and TNC Responses 

As part of the public hearing process, TNC and Tenafly invited the public to submit 

comments and questions regarding the proposed change in purpose or use. Some of these were 

submitted at the public hearing (see Appendix A – Public Hearing Compliance), while others 

were submitted to TNC, Tenafly, or Green Acres before and in the weeks following the public 

hearing. Attached as Appendix C are copies of all written comments from the public, including 

statements of support, received by TNC from April 23 to May 7, from the date of the Public 

Hearing to the end of the two week comment period (the “Public Comment Period”). TNC is 

hereby submitting responses to all comments.   

Supporters of TNC’s new building agree that TNC has been as transparent as possible, 

sharing information about our proposal after first investigating and verifying feasibility. As one 

speaker noted during the public hearing, “you don’t start inviting people to ask questions before 

you’ve looked into them yourself”
2
 TNC appreciates and values the public comment component 

built into the Green Acres review process. The fact that TNC has provided the public with more 

information and disseminated it a month sooner than Green Acres required demonstrates TNC’s 

pro-active interest in engaging the public.  

                                                           

2
 A. Abrams, Public Hearing Transcript. P. 130 
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TNC has collected and received dozens of unique comments on our proposal during the 

Public Comment Period. Communications included comments from speakers at the hearing, 

letters and e-mails addressed to TNC, Tenafly Mayor and Council or Green Acres, to editors of 

newspapers and more than 100 pre-printed post cards. It is noteworthy that there was virtual 

unanimity from all commentators on the need to support the Nature Center, the valuable services 

provided by TNC, and the need for new and expanded facilities to meet demand for programs. 

The principal objections raised related to the appropriateness of the proposed location adjacent to 

E. Clinton Avenue and the design of the building. 

Every environmental organization that participated in the public comment process 

endorsed TNC’s proposal for a new Education and Discovery Center. These environmental 

organizations represent regional, state and national constituencies
3
. The environmental 

organizations that TNC received comments from (in writing and at the Public Hearing) 

universally endorsed TNC’s proposal. TNC also received support from local community and 

civic and municipal organizations including: the Kaplen JCC, the Tenafly Rotary Club, and 

several Tenafly businesses, Tenafly’s Historic Preservation Commission, Tenafly’s 

Environmental Commission and the Tenafly Planning Board.  

A month prior to the hearing, TNC made a written presentation to Tenafly, which was 

made public on TNC’s website, on the Borough of Tenafly’s website and was available for view 

                                                           

3
 The Palisades Interstate Parks Commission, Hackensack Riverkeeper, Association of New Jersey Environmental 

Educators, New Jersey Audubon New Jersey Green Acres Program, The Nature Conservancy,  Sierra Club, New 

Jersey Chapter*   

*  Bob Moss, a Sierra Club NJ Chapter Volunteer Green Acres Issues Coordinator,  who spoke twice against our  

   project at the hearing on April 23, 2013, wrote a letter apologizing for not examining our proposal before he  

   spoke.  On  April 26, 2013, he wrote TNC’s Executive Director: 

“I downloaded the proposal document, but soon realized that the real determinant of the Outdoor Ed 

Center's compliance with Green Acres restrictions is the program content. I reviewed your current list of 

programs and found that they are, indeed, heavily oriented not only towards nature in general, but 

towards nature as it may be experienced at the Tenafly Nature Center. Because of this, and because of 

precedents such as the Trailside Museum in Watchung Reservation,(1) I will recommend that the N.J. 

Chapter of the Sierra Club assume the new facility to be compliant with Green Acres restrictions---which is 

in fact, what they already have done. I do hope you will understand my desire to investigate this question 

myself, rather than take the word of the Office of Green Acres.” 
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and to copy at the Borough Hall and the Public Library.  A copy of the written presentation is 

attached as Appendix E. Representatives of TNC and Mr. Croxton made an extensive 

presentation at the Public Hearing (see transcript, Appendix A, tab B, at pages 15 to 54). 

 What follows is a numbered list of the categories of comments submitted by the 

public; with a response from TNC immediately following that addresses each category. 

Appendix D-Public Comment Index, tracks each individual’s question or comment, categorized 

by topic and with a reference to the category number of the response addressing that question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


